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Goals:  Academic English 11 will concentrate on American literature. The course will also reinforce reading, writing, vocabulary, research, and presentation skills.

Objectives:

· Students will be able to understand various concepts in American literature by investigating ideas in course readings.

· Students will be able to recognize thematic and stylistic differences among various authors.

· Students will be able to empathize with various human experiences through literature.

· Students will be able to distinguish between literal and figurative language.

· Students will be able to develop and improve reading skills through the use of reading strategies.

· Students will be able to develop and improve writing skills through the use of the writing process.

· Students will be able to develop personal vocabulary though weekly vocabulary building activities.

· Students will apply speaking skills to class discussions and formal presentations.

· Students will be able to improve use of grammar through weekly grammar activities.

· Students will be able to distinguish and demonstrate various genres of literature.

Major Works/Texts:

· Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes: The American Experience -Writer’s Inc.

· Vocabulary Workshop

· The Crucible by Arthur Miller

· To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee

· Our Town by Thornton Wilder

· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
· Others to be decided

Classroom Guidelines:

· Be courteous to one another.

Do not speak when others are speaking (including peers, as well as the teacher). Raise your hand when you want to speak. Do not call out.

· Come to class on time. Excessive lateness will result in a detention.

· Be prepared. You must have a blue or black pen, pencil, notebook, and appropriate texts with you everyday.      
· Students are required to have a binder, folder or notebook
· Please remain in your seat until the bell rings. DO NOT line up at the door!

· Sit in your assigned seat.

· During the year you will be issued a textbook. The textbook is your responsibility. Any damage beyond normal usage will result in fines. Lost book charges will be a replacement cost.

· Consult your handbook for consequences regarding illegal absences and cuts.

· Work for other classes is not to be done during our class, unless you have been given permission. If you are caught completing work for another class it will be taken.
· Please be courteous when leaving the room. If you need to use the restroom you need to sign and out and take the pass. You are required to use the nearest facility and you are expected to return in a timely manner. Please do not abuse this privilege.

· Please be courteous when leaving the room. If you need to use the restroom you need to sign and out and take the pass. You are required to use the nearest facility and you are expected to return in a timely manner. Please do not abuse this privilege.

· Phones, iPods, and all other electronic devices should be put away for class unless otherwise instructed by teacher. Items in question will be confiscated if they are detected and/or disrupt class. At NO time should any picture or video be taken in the classroom without prior teacher permission. Any picture/video taken without permission will result in discipline action and parent contact. The teacher has the right to collect all phones/electronic devices at the time of an assessment if deemed necessary. Failure to comply will result in discipline action and parent contact.

· Be responsible and careful with your words and actions. 

Assignments/Evaluations:

Posting: All assignments will be posted on parent portal. Assignments will be posted on classroom whiteboard and extra worksheets will be located in classroom bin.
· Homework/assignments will be given on a regular basis. Every assignment you miss will count as a zero. Homework may not be turned in late.
· Never plagiarize. If you are caught copying someone else’s work, you will receive no credit for the assignment. Please familiarize yourself with the district policy located in your handbook for the official rules on any/all cases of plagiarism.

· If you are absent due to an early dismissal, sports, an activity, etc….it is still your responsibility to show that your homework is complete/ hand it in on the day it is due. It is also your responsibility to make up all work that will be missed in class that day, and to complete all necessary assignments for that night.
1. There will be assorted quizzes, announced and unannounced, as well as performance tasks on the reading assignments.

2. There will be announced major projects/tests on the assigned readings.

3. There will be assigned vocabulary.

4. All major papers are to by typed, double-spaced, MLA format.

5. Late essays/projects may be handed in late, up to a set given point, for a deduction in total points.

6. Students are responsible for printing their own work and should not expect teacher to print out emailed work.

7. There will be a midterm and final exam.

Absence:
When you are absent it is your responsibility to acquire all missed work. Assignments are listed on the classroom whiteboard daily, and worksheets given out during your absence will be located in the class work bin or may be printed from website. You will need to get any missed worksheet from the bin upon your return. You are responsible for turning in any work that was collected while you were out. If homework was checked while you were out, you will need to turn that homework in the day you return to receive full credit. If you forget to turn in an assignment it will be recorded as a 0. Please see me immediately if you are unsure of what you may have missed
Course Website: Please access website through Methacton High School home page/teacher sites.








